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WILDLIFE CONSERVATIONIST RECEIVES ALDO LEOPOLD AWARD
MISSOULA Retired University of Montana Professor Richard Taber was presented the Aldo Leopold
Memorial Award from The Wildlife Society this month. It the highest honor bestowed by the
society.
The lifetime achievement award honors the famous American conservationis t and author of
“A Sand County Almanac” and is given to those whose careers have made a difference to the cause
of wildlife conservation.
Taber is a pioneering wildlife conservationist, active in the field since shortly after serving
as a Marine in World War II. He studied under Aldo Leopold at the University of Wisconsin, and
the year after Leopold’s death in 1948, Taber completed his master’s degree there.
He then moved to the San Francisco Bay Area of California and worked with A. Starker
Leopold while earning a doctorate, awarded in 1951 from the University of California, Berkeley.
Before coming to Montana, Taber worked as a research zoologist for the California Forest and
Range Experiment Station and taught at UC, Berkeley.
Taber joined the UM faculty in 1956 as an assistant professor of wildlife biology. He rose
through the University’s ranks to professor, assistant leader of the Montana Cooperative Wildlife
Research Unit and associate director of the Montana Forest and Range Experiment Station.
During his 12 years at UM, Taber spent a year as a Fulbright research professor at the West

Pakistan Agricultural University in Lyallpur. In 1968, he moved to the University of Washington,
Seattle, where he served as professor of forest zoology and wildlife science until his retirement in
1985.
Taber returned to Missoula in 1986, where he taught at UM as an adjunct professor. He
now lives in Salisbury, N.C.
During his career, Taber participated in wildlife research and conservation in many parts of
the world - most notably working within local cultures and with local people in Europe, Chile,
Pakistan, India and Taiwan.
Taber co-wrote “Wildlife, Conservation, and Human Welfare: A United States and
Canadian Perspective,” which was published in 2003. In it he traces the evolving relationship
between humans and wildlife from the Stone Age through the present.
Taber is currently working on another book with a former graduate student about the
mammals of Taiwan.
"Through his work as a researcher, his many scholarly publications, his dedication to
education and his exploration of the relationships between humans and wildlife through the ages,
Richard Taber certainly demonstrates distinguished service to wildlife conservation throughout a
long career that embodies the model of Aldo Leopold, ” said Professor Dan Pletscher, who directs
UM’s Wildlife Biology Program.
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